
Attachment 3.  Participation by the Public in Selected Negotiations

Fora Example
Attendance by accredited 

NGOs
Attendance by the general 

public
Ability of NGOs to organize 

side events or briefings

Ability of Accredited NGOs 
to Speak in Formal Sessions 

Directly to Negotiators

WIPO SCCR Yes1 No Yes2 Yes

SCP Yes3 No Yes Yes

PCT Yes4 No Yes Yes

CDIP Yes5 No Yes Yes

  IGC Yes6 No Yes Yes

1996 WCT, 
WPPT 
Diplomatic 
Conference 

Yes Yes Yes No

WTO 

Ministerial Yes No Yes Some limited opportunities.

TRIPS 
Council

Only in building, not in the 
meeting itself.

Guest pass if invited by 
national delegation.

No No

General 
Council

Only in building, not in the 
meeting itself.

Guest pass if invited by 
national delegation.

No No

WHO

EB Yes7 No Quite difficult Yes8

WHA Yes Yes, except in Committees A 
and B.

Yes Yes, in Committees A and B 
only, with advance request.9

IGWG (Public 
health and 
innovation)

Yes, including fast track 
accreditation.

Yes Yes10 Yes, with advance request.11
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Pandemic 
Influenza 
Preparedness: 
Inter-
Governmental 
Meetings

Yes Yes. Yes. Yes

Expert 
Working 
Group on 
R&D 
Financing

No No No Only a select few NGOs and 
research institutions12 
presented at the EWG's first 
meeting. Since then, there 
have been no NGO 
presentations.

PAHO 
Executive 
Committee

Yes13 Yes Yes Accredited NGOs may make 
statements, submit 
memorandum, and respond 
orally to questions about their 
statement.14

OECD Ministerial 
Meetings

Yes Yes Yes15 Civil Society 
recommendations are made at 
Ministerial meetings.

UNCITRAL Commission 
Sessions

Yes (by invitation, dependent 
on subject matter).16

No Can organize and participate 
in sessions between and 
concurrent with Commission 
and working group sessions.17

Yes. Observer NGOs have the 
right to reply to member 
states, the right to make oral 
(and occasionally written) 
proposals, and the right to 
make statements from the 
floor.18
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UNIDROIT Working 
Group for the 
preparation of 
Principles of 
International 
Commercial 
Contracts

Yes19 Unknown Unknown Unknown

UNCTAD Quadrennial 
Conference

Yes20 Yes. Special Civil Society 
hearings with Executive Board 
occur annually;21 Civil Society 
Forums, preparatory hearings, 
and TDB preparatory hearings 
focusing on civil society.22

Statements from Civil Society 
Forums can be presented to 
the general conference; NGOs 
can issue oral statements 
during Intergovernmental 
meetings.23
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Endnotes for Attachment 3.  Participation by the Public in Selected Negotiations

1 http://www.wipo.int/members/en/admission/observers.html
2 http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=18802
3 http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/2006/scp_of_ge_06/
4 http://www.wipo.int/members/en/admission/observers.html
5 http://www.wipo.int/members/en/admission/observers.html
6 http://www.wipo.int/tk/en/ngoparticipation/
7 http://www.who.int/civilsociety/relations/principles/en/index.html
8 http://www.who.int/civilsociety/relations/principles/en/index.html
9 http://www.who.int/governance/civilsociety/wha56ngo_statements/en/
10 http://apps.who.int/gb/phi/pdf/igwg1/phi_igwg1_div3-en.pdf
11 Ibid.
12 Global Forum for Health Research, Global Health Program, International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 

& Associations, The George Institute for International Health, AIDS Vaccine Initiative, Stop TB Partnership, Special 
Proramme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases, Initiative for Vaccine Research, and ESSENCE. 
http://www.who.int/phi/agenda_Jan09.pdf

13 http://new.paho.org/hq/index.php?option=com_docman&task=doc_download&gid=1527&Itemid=
14 http://www.paho.org/English/DEC/Principles_Guiding_Relations_with_NGOs.pdf
15 http://www.oecdministerialseoul2008.org/en/programmee/sideevent_related.html
16 http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/V07/876/97/PDF/V0787697.pdf?OpenElement
17 http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/V07/876/97/PDF/V0787697.pdf?OpenElement
18 http://daccessdds.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/V07/876/97/PDF/V0787697.pdf?OpenElement
19 http://www.unidroit.org/english/workprogramme/study050/wg03/wg-members.htm
20 http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=3475&lang=1
21 http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=3463&lang=1
22 http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=3467&lang=1
23 http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Page.asp?intItemID=3461&lang=1
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