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Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Overview of Policy Objectives and Core Principles 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Outline of Policy Options and Legal Elements 
 
Update on Technical Standards and Issues Concerning Recorded or Registered Traditional 
Knowledge 
 
Recognition of Traditional Knowledge Within the Patent System 
 
Recognition of Traditional Knowledge Within the Patent System: Addendum 
 
Genetic Resources: Draft Intellectual Property Guidelines for Access and Equitable 
Benefit-Sharing 
 
Patent Disclosure Requirements Relating to Genetic Resources and Traditional Knowledge: 
Update 

Eighth Session June 6 to June 10, 2005 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Objectives and Principles 
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Update on Technical Standards and Issues Concerning Recorded or Registered Traditional 
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Recognition of Traditional Knowledge within the Patent System: Interim Draft 
 
Overview of the Committee's Work on Genetic Resources 

Ninth Session April 24 to April 28, 2006 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Outline of Policy Options and Legal 
Mechanisms 
 
Report of International Technical Workshop on Indigenous Traditional Knowledge 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Objectives and Principles 
 
Practical means of Giving Effect to the International Dimension of the Committee's Work 
 
Recognition of Traditional Knowledge within the Patent System: Interim Draft 

Tenth Session November 30 to December 8, 2006 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Draft Objectives and Principles 
 
Options for Giving Effect to the International Dimension of the Committee's Work 

Eleventh Session July 3 to July 12, 2007 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Collation of Written Comments on the List of Issues 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge. Addendum to Collation of Written Comments on 
the List of Issues 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge. Addendum to Collation of Written Comments on 
the List of Issues 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Table of Written Comments on Revised Objectives 
and Principles 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Table of Written Comments on Revised Objectives 
and Principles: Addendum 
 
Recognition of Traditional Knowledge within the Patent System 
 
Genetic Resources: List of Options 
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Genetic Resources: Factual Update of International Developments 

Twelfth Session February 25 to February 29, 2008 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Overview 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Factual Extraction 

Thirteenth Session October 13 to October 17, 2008 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Overview 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Draft Gap Analysis: Revision 
 
Summary of Options for the International Dimension of the Committee's Work 
 
Recognition of Traditional Knowledge within the Patent System 
 
Genetic Resources: List of Options 
 
Genetic Resources: Factual Update of International Developments 

Fourteenth Session June 19 to July 3, 2009 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Overview 
 
Genetic Resources: Overview 
 
Summary of Options for the International Dimension of the Committee's Work 

Fifteenth Session December 7 to December 11, 2009 
Voluntary Fund for Accredited Indigenous and Local Communities. Decisions Taken by the 
Director General in Accordance with the Recommendation Adopted by the Advisory Board 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions of Folklore: Revised Objectives and 
Principles 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Objectives and Principles 
 
Genetic Resources: List of Options 

Sixteenth Session May 3 to May 7, 2010 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Objectives and Principles 
 
Genetic Resources: Revised List of Options 
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IGC Intersessional Working Group (First Session) July 19 to July 
23, 2010 
Record of Deliberations at the First Intersessional Working Group (IWG 1) 

Seventeenth Session December 6 to December 10, 2010 
Record of Deliberations at the First Intersessional Working Group (IWG1) 
 
Note on the Meanings of the Term "Public Domain" in the Intellectual Property System with 
Special Reference to the Protection of Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions/Expressions of Folklore 
 
List and Brief Technical Explanation of Various Forms in which Traditional Knowledge May 
be Found 
 
Note on Updating of WIPO's Online Database of Biodiversity-Related Access and 
Benefit-Sharing Agreements 
 
Genetic Resources: Draft Intellectual Property Guidelines for Access and Equitable 
Benefit-Sharing: Updated Version 
 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Objectives and Principles 
 
Genetic Resources: Revised List of Options and Factual Update 
 
Summary Report of the First Intersessional Working Group 

IGC Intersessional Working Group (Second Session) February 21 to 
February 25, 2011 
Glossary of Key Terms related to Intellectual Property and Traditional Knowledge 
 
Summary Report of the Second Intersessional Working Group 

IGC Intersessional Working Group (Third Session) February 28 to 
March 4, 2011 
WIPO Technical Study on Disclosure Requirements Concerning Genetic Resources and 
Traditional Knowledge (WIPO Publication No. 786) 
 
Compilation of Comments on Documents and Materials related to Intellectual Property and 
Genetic Resources 
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_17/wipo_grtkf_ic_17_inf_11.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_17/wipo_grtkf_ic_17_inf_11.pdf
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_17/wipo_grtkf_ic_17_inf_13.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_17/wipo_grtkf_ic_17_5.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_17/wipo_grtkf_ic_17_6.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_17/wipo_grtkf_ic_17_8.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_iwg_2/wipo_grtkf_iwg_2_inf_2.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_iwg_2/wipo_grtkf_iwg_2_2.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3_14.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3_14.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3_15.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3/wipo_grtkf_iwg_3_15.pdf


Eighteenth Session May 9 to May 13, 2011 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Traditional Knowledge 
 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
 
Note on the Chair’s Informal Consultations on Draft Articles on Traditional Cultural 
Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Revised Objectives and Principles 
 
Summary Report of the Second Intersessional Working Group 
 
Summary Report of the Third Intersessional Working Group 
 
Draft Objectives and Principles Relating to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
prepared at IWG 3 
 
Options on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources: Summary of Discussions at IWG 3 

Nineteenth Session July 18 to July 22, 2011 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Traditional Knowledge 
 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
 
Options for Future Work on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
 

Twentieth Session February 14 to February 22, 2012 
Report on the Implementation of Cluster C Activities (“Options on Mutually Agreed Terms for 
Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing”) 
 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Draft Objectives and Principles Relating to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
 
Options for Future Work on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 
 
Draft Study on the Participation of Observers in the Work of the Intergovernmental 
Committee on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and 
Folklore 
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Twenty-First Session April 16 to April 20, 2012 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 

Twenty-Second Session July 9 to July 13, 2012 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expression 
 
Report From His Excellency Ambassador Philip Richard Owade on Key Issues Pending from 
the 2010-2011 Biennium 

Twenty-Third Session February 4 to February 8 2013 
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_23/wipo_grtkf_ic_23_inf_7_rev.pdf 
 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 

Twenty-Fourth Session April 22 to April 26, 2013 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 

Twenty-Fifth Session July 15 to July 24, 2013 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 

Twenty-Sixth Session February 3 to February 7, 2014 
Report on the Implementation of Cluster C Activities (“Options on Mutually Agreed Terms for 
Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing”) 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Consolidated Document Relating to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources 

Twenty-Seventh Session March 24 to April 4, 2014 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions: Certain Suggested 
Cross-Cutting Issues 
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_27/wipo_grtkf_ic_27_inf_11.pdf


Twenty-Eighth Session July 7 to July 9, 2014 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Report of Indigenous Expert Workshop on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Responses to Questions Regarding National-Level Databases and an International Portal 

Twenty-Ninth Session February 15 to February 19, 2016 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Report on the Implementation of Cluster C Activities (“Options on Mutually Agreed Terms for 
Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing”) 

Thirtieth Session May 30 to June 3, 2016 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Indicative List of Outstanding/Pending Issues to be Tackled/Solved 

Thirty-First Session September 19 to September 23, 2016 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
List of References for Relevant Resources Submitted by Member States and Observers 

Thirty-Second Session November 28 to December 2, 2016 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO Draft Instruments 
on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions by 
Professor James Anaya 
 
Report of the Seminar on Intellectual Property and Traditional Knowledge 

Thirty-Third Session February 27 to March 3, 2017 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_29/wipo_grtkf_ic_29_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_29/wipo_grtkf_ic_29_inf_7.pdf
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_30/wipo_grtkf_ic_30_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_30/wipo_grtkf_ic_30_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_30/wipo_grtkf_ic_30_5.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_31/wipo_grtkf_ic_31_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_31/wipo_grtkf_ic_31_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_31/wipo_grtkf_ic_31_inf_8.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_32/wipo_grtkf_ic_32_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_32/wipo_grtkf_ic_32_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_32/wipo_grtkf_ic_32_inf_8.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_32/wipo_grtkf_ic_32_inf_8.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_32/wipo_grtkf_ic_32_inf_8.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_32/wipo_grtkf_ic_32_inf_9.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_33/wipo_grtkf_ic_33_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_33/wipo_grtkf_ic_33_inf_7.pdf


Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO Draft Instruments 
on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions by 
Professor James Anaya 

Thirty-Fourth Session June 12 to June 16, 2017 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO Draft Instruments 
on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions by 
Professor James Anaya 
 
Report of the Seminar on Intellectual Property and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Indicative List of Outstanding/Pending Issues to be Tackled/Solved 

Thirty-Fifth Session March 19 to March 23, 2018 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Report on the Implementation of Cluster C Activities (“Options on Mutually Agreed Terms for 
Fair and Equitable Benefit-Sharing”) 

Thirty-Sixth Session June 25 to June 29, 2018 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 

Thirty-Seventh Session August 27 to August 31, 2018 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 

Thirty-Eighth Session December 10 to December 14, 2018 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_35/wipo_grtkf_ic_35_inf_9_rev.pdf
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https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_36/wipo_grtkf_ic_36_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_37/wipo_grtkf_ic_37_inf_7.pdf
https://www.wipo.int/edocs/mdocs/tk/en/wipo_grtkf_ic_37/wipo_grtkf_ic_37_inf_7.pdf
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Thirty-Ninth Session March 18 to March 22, 2019 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 

Fortieth Session June 17 to June 21, 2019 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 

Forty-First Session August 30 to September 3, 2021 
Decisions of the Forty-First Session of the Committee 
 
Report 

Forty-Second Session February 28 to March 4, 2022 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 

Forty-Third Session May 30 to June 3, 2022 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 

Forty-Fourth Session September 12 to September 16, 2022 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
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Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 

Forty-Fifth Session December 5 to December 9, 2022 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 

Forty-Sixth Session February 27 to March 3, 2023 
Glossary of Key Terms related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
 
Report of Indigenous Expert Workshop on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
Report on the Compilation of Materials on Databases Relating to Genetic Resources and 
Associated Traditional Knowledge 

Forty-Seventh Session June 5 to June 9, 2023 
Glossary of Key Terms related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
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Report of Indigenous Expert Workshop on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
Legal Principles related to an International Instrument 
 
Report on Virtual Activities Decided by the Forty-Third Session of the Committee 

Forty-Eighth Session November 29, 2024 
Decisions of the Forty-Eighth Session of the Committee 

Special Session of the IGC September 2 to September 8 2023 
Report on Virtual Activities decided by the Forty-Third Session of the Committee 
 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
 
Report of Indigenous Expert Workshop on Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 
Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 

Forty-Ninth Session December 2 to December 6, 2024 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
 
The Protection of Traditional Knowledge: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 
 
The Protection of Traditional Cultural Expressions: Updated Draft Gap Analysis 

Fiftieth Session March 3 to March 7, 2025 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
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Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 

Fifty-First Session May 30 to June 5, 2025 
Glossary of Key Terms Related to Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, Traditional 
Knowledge and Traditional Cultural Expressions 
 
Update of the Technical Review of Key Intellectual Property-Related Issues of the WIPO 
Draft Instruments on Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and Traditional Cultural 
Expressions within the Framework of Indigenous Human Rights 
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