UNCLASSIFIED EZ3
RELEASED IN FULL

INFO LOG-00 EEE-00 ATD=-00 CEA=-01 CIAE-Q00 CTHME-00 INL-00

ACTION EAB-00

o-00 DHI-00 DODE-QO0 ITCE~-00 DOTE-Q0 EXME-Q0 E-00
FrAaRE-00 UTED-00 WII-00 FRE-00 H-04 TELE-Q0 INR-00
Io-00 LaC-01 L-G0 VCIE-00 HIAE-00 ISN-00 WSCE-Q0

OES-D0 oOIC-00 OME- Q0 NIMA-OD EPATT-00 ISHNE-O0O SP-=00
ETR-DO WCTZ-00  FMP-00 CBP-00 BEG-00 EBPRE-00 IIP-00
DEL-00 G-00 NEFAT-00 SAS-00 Fr-00 JO02w
—————————————————— 314730 142335F /38

F 1423232 MAR 047

FM AMEMBASSY BAMGEOR

To SECSTATE WASHDC 5544

ASEARN MEMEEE COLLECTIVE

USHMISSION GENEWVA

UsDOC WASHINGTON DO

DEFT OF HHS WASHINGTON DC

UNCLAS BAMGEOK 001524

SIFDIS

STATE PASS USTE FOR E. WEISEL, C. WIL3ON
STATE PASS USPTO

HHS/OHGA FOFR AMAR EBHAT

UsD: FOR JEELLY

E.0. 12858 :H/a
TaEs: ECOM, ETED, EIFR, TH
SUBJECT: AEBBCTT LARE HALTS HEW DRUG REGISTRATIONS

1. Zbbhott Labs, the recent target of a compulscory license on their
patented antiretroviral Kaletra, confimmod to Embassy that the
company had withdrawn applicatiens for registration of seven new
Pharmmaceutical productsz in Thailand, and had neo plans to intraduce
new products until its intellectual propercby was properly respected.
The soven drugs include Aluvia, a new heat-stable version of
Ealetra. Although the two drugs are identical in effect, the new
version i=z considerad ideal for tropical environments such as
Thailand. ©Cther drug applications pulled include treatments for
hypertensicon, kidney di=sease, auvtao-immune disease and congestive
heart failure. The applications had becn on file with the Thai FDA
for up to ten monthsz awaiting approval.

2. Abbott said they had notified the FDA's Drug Contrel Divisien
(DCD) , but RTE officials interviewed by press said they were unaware
of Abbott's acticons (Embassy’'s calls to FDA officials were not
returned today) . The DCD s Seniocr Pharmacist Dr. Suchart
Chongprasert told a Wall Street Journal reporter that he was
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surprised that Abbott would choose Lo unilaterally restrict its
2ales in Thailand and was waiting to see the actual doocumentation
withdrawing the applications. Asked if the RTG would respond with
further CLs, Dr. Suchart said the process of identifyving drugs to
license was lengthy and no mors CLs were in the pipeline.

3. Matichon newspaper guoted Dr. Siriwat Tiptaradsl, Secretary
Feneral of the Thai FDA, that the Ministry of Public Health planned
te invite relevant parties, especially the three companies whose
patents woere broken, to meet on March 26 to negotiate. Howewver,
none of the three had yet to receive an invitation.

4. Comment: Abbott’'szs actions will cerxtainly be controversial.
However, the action may strengthen the hand eof abbobkt and the rest
of industry in future dealings with the RTGE. Abbotb’ s move puts the
BETE on notice that there are vizible conzequences for its acticns,
rather than seclely a vagune weakening of the investment environment.
Whether thiz focusez the minds of BTG officials at upcoming
negotiations remains to be seen. End Comment .
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